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Dccision making process on the introduction of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine into national 
immunisation programmes in Europe: results of the VENICE survcy 
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Background 

Thc first IIPV vaccine was liccnsed in Europe in 2.006. Although it has a good safety and efficacy profilc. the intcgration into 
national immunisation programmes is not straightforward, mainly because of its cost and the difficulty of cvaluating its added 
bcn..:fit to t h..: scrccning programmcs. As part of thc VENICE projcct_ wc conductcd a survey to monitor thc dccision-making 

proccss on HPV vaccination in Europc. 

Mcthods 

In January 2007, an clcctronic qu.:stionnaire was devcloped on thc VENICE websitc and fillcd in by country representatives. 

The survey focuscd on: l) ongoing studi es t o guide the decision, or reasons for not conducting them, 2) drivcrs of the decision 
3) will ingncss lo cx.changc developcd mcthodologies. 

Results 
Tw.:nty s..:v..:n coun t ric~, out thc 2S participating in Yenic..: , answ..:rcd thl: qucstionna ire. A~ of :Vlarch ~007 . 1\)ur countrics ~.h:cidcJ 

t o include HPV vaccination in their immunisation schcdules, with di !T ere n t targct populations. Thrcc of them supported t h..: 
dccision by mathcmatical models ;md/or economica l assessmcnt. Elcven countries indicatcd thc issuc as under examination by 

thcir lmmunbation Advisory Body. Main drivers of the decision wcrc thc forescen epidemiologica! impact on prccanccr ancl 
canccr l..:sions and the social dcmand. In 12 countrics, modelling or economica! studi es wc re on going while thcy wcrc considcrcd 

in l O countrics. The majority of countries were willing to share the mcthodology developed under certa in rules. 

Conclusions 
This is thc first time that a dccision making proccss for introducing a ncw vaccine is monitorcd in rcal timc at Europcan leve!. 

An updatcd analysis will be perfonncd during summer. The f'ollow-up of thc process will allow identifying the main elements 
intlucncing thc dccision and guide furure Europ.:an public hcalth actions with a more homogencous approach. 
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